FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

I left for Plymouth, where we arrived at daybreak next morning
after a beautiful night flight across the Bay of Biscay. A com-
munication aircraft relayed me to Hendon where a member of
the Air Council met me as I stepped out of the machine on the
5th May 1941, almost exactly one year since I had left that
airport.

I am confident that the historian will not fail to do justice to
the successful achievements of that period. I suggest they might
be summarized on the following lines:

A.   Malta still held firmly. It was even in use for offensive
operations by naval and air forces. The morale of the
islanders had been built up and was at a high level.

B.   The Navy had complete ascendancy over that of the
Italians. The Fleet base at Alexandria had not yet been
threatened by land or much inconvenienced from the air.
The Suez Canal was in use.

C.  In Libya the Italian Army and Air Force had been corah
pletely defeated. 180,000 of them had been taken prisoner
and 20,000 killed. It was the Army's first victory of the war
and had obviously acted as a welcome stimulant to all the
British Empire.

D.  Italian East Africa was in our hands and in consequence
the Red Sea was entirely safe for shipping. American ships
were authorized to use it.

E.   In Greece we had implemented our promise of assistance
to that brave little country to the best of our ability. The
R. A.F. had given valuable support to the Greek Army from
the very start of the Italian invasion.

We had yet to learn to what extent the German time-table had
been upset. It had certainly included some fresh enterprise in
Syria and Iraq, which Was about to misfire.

All these achievements were the result of grand teamwork at
all levels between the three services in which, I am happy to think,
the R.A.F. played a very full part. Some measure of its contribu-
tion may be judged from the figure of 1,359 German and Italian
aircraft destroyed on all fronts by our aircrews for a total loss from
all causes, crashes included, of 584 of our own. We had achieved
much with very little, and it was quality in personnel which had
made it possible.